THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Tedeschini, a most intelligent and sagacious man, who
had a remarkable and perhaps decisive influence on the
political tendencies of the time.

But Alcala-Zamora, owing to the unimportance of his
party, and above all owing to his personal honesty, could
not be used as a means to gain their ends by those who
wanted to secure power in the new state. So that Sefior
Gil Robles got into contact with the Radical Party,
directed by Sefior Lerroux. Such a man with such a party
was a disgrace to Spain. Lerroux had made himself
known many years before, when he had blinded the
reason and roused the hatred of the workers of Catalonia.
He had the fiery language of a revolutionary, who knew
what violence could be inspired by the spirit of destruc-
tion. He had a catastrophic political sense, and the
mental coarsenesses which go with despair resounded in
his speeches. On one occasion he wrote that "convents
should be entered and sacked, so that nuns may be raised
to the category of mothers."

This demagogue, creator of the Radical Party, and of
a fighting organisation called the Toung Barbarians, whose
exploits consisted of attacking processions with stones or
shots. Once his influence had risen among the masses
he used that influence to the bourgeoisie of Barcelona,
and with the secret support of the latter, as well as
with the votes of the former, he obtained the title of
"Emperador del Paralelo,"* a popular hero. That title

* One might say 'Emperor of Limehouse'. The Paralelo is the prin-
cipal proletarian street of Barcelona.
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